	     The Opening Song is intended to unite us and open our hearts to hear God's voice. The Breaking of Bread and Communion songs express our unity in the Christ we receive. The Gloria allows us to express our praise as a community. The Psalm Response puts on our lips words that sum up the day's scripture. (Liturgy Office of England & Wales)
**********************

Penitential Rite

Preparation of altar & gifts (Offertory)

Lamb of God

Final Hymn

The Penitential Rite is particularly appropriate to sing in Lent and Advent when there is no Gloria. At the Preparation of the Gifts (no longer called 'Offertory') there may be a song, instrumental music or silence. The Final Song can send us out inspired but it isn't essential - it's not in the Missal! (Liturgy Office of England & Wales)

**********************

Prayers of Intercession

Eucharistic Prayer Preface

The Lord’s Prayer

A priest needn't feel obliged to sing the Eucharistic Prayer but if he can do it sometimes he should. A sung response to the Intercessions can concentrate the minds of those praying. (Liturgy Office of England & Wales)
**********************

The planning of music for use in a liturgy or Mass should be chosen, ideally, in consultation i.e. within a liturgy group. Alternatively members of the parish, whilst keeping the guidelines in mind, can be asked to undertake this task. It should always be kept in mind what hymns/music is known by the parish and if new material is to be introduced this should be carefully planned with opportunity to practice this before Mass.

      (Parish Name)

             Parishes of Hope
Celebrating, consolidating and securing the Mission of the Church in Doncaster Deanery; - an opportunity to deepen the faith of our Parish communities in changing times
“Gratitude for the past, enthusiasm for the present, hope for the future” (John Paul ll)

Music in the Liturgy
Some thoughts to consider when reviewing or renewing the music ministry … adapt, adapt, adapt (AP)

 To review or to start a Music Group

It is always helpful to have one or two people who will act as coordinators of the music group. A high level of musical ability is not crucial but it would be appropriate for the most knowledgeable person to play a role in the arrangement and overall sound. 

A parish music group should be open to all who have a certain level of proficiency in the instrument they play. An appeal in the parish bulletin or during any notices would be a good starting point.
The group should meet together, regularly at first, to gain experience of playing together. One parish in the deanery finds it helpful for the group to play the music chosen for the Sunday Mass during the Friday evening Mass as a form of  ‘rehearsal’ but also as an opportunity to come to together in communion and prayer.
You may require different styles of music at different Masses with Organ and orchestral instruments on Sunday morning with perhaps guitars, drums and keyboard at Saturday/Sunday evening Mass. A mixture of the two is possible with some careful planning. Remember though that not all instruments have to play on each piece. 
If there are very few members of the group (and if the parish has the funds) a separate amplification system could be used. Failing this, think about position of the group to have a good flow of sound into the church, i.e. an organ loft or turned in to the body of the church.
Above all, the music group should be seen as a ministry of service to the parish and those who it comes into contact with, enhancing the prayer of the congregation and glorifying God though it’s contribution. It cannot be an exclusive group; it must be inclusive, welcoming and open to all.

	
	


The use of music in our liturgies is crucial and powerful. As Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, former prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and now Pope Benedict XVI states ‘The importance of music in biblical religion is shown very simply by the fact that the verb "to sing" (with related words such as "song", and so forth) is one of the most commonly used words in the Bible. It occurs 309 times in the Old Testament and 36 in the New. When man comes into contact with God, mere speech is not enough. Areas of his existence are awakened that spontaneously turn into song.

Music is used very successfully in the majority of our parishes but there are specific guidelines meant to enhance our use of music particularly within the Mass. The following structure should be kept in mind when planning the music for Mass.
Listed by order of Importance
       The Mass setting  : Holy, holy, holy 

                                    : Eucharistic Acclamation

                                    : Great Amen

       Gospel Acclamation

This lets us see the most important parts to sing: the Gospel Acclamation and the Acclamations of the Eucharistic Prayer. Why these? Because they allow us to acclaim the presence of Christ in his Gospel and on the altar, at the two most solemn moments of the Mass. (Liturgy Office of England & Wales)

                        **********************
        Hymn/music opening procession

        Gloria

Psalm

        Hymn of thanksgiving during or after communion
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Our Lady of Sorrows & St Francis, Armthorpe; Blessed English Martyrs, Askern; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Bentley; St Alban’s, Denaby Main; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Intake; Sacred Heart, Balby; St Paul’s, Cantley; St Peter in Chains, Doncaster; St Mary’s, Edlington; English Martyrs, Mexborough; St Joseph & St Nicholas, Moorends; Christ the King, Rossington; Our Lady of the Assumption, Stainforth; St Joseph & St Teresa, Woodlands. 











